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In response to national concerns, Head Start of La Porte County has conducted water-sample 
testing on sixty-six fixtures that are potential sources of drinking water or could potentially be 
accessed for food preparation in our school located at Niemann Elementary, 811 Royal Road in 
Michigan City, IN.   

 Source of Lead: Lead in tap water generally originates from the corrosion of interior 
plumbing fixtures and materials containing lead, rather than from the municipal water 
supply. The issue is specific to identified fixtures and has been rectified according to the 
remediation plan. 

 Voluntary Testing Program: These fixtures were tested as part of a voluntary state 
program available to all Indiana public schools and childcare facilities. 

 Lead Action Level: An elevated lead level is defined as a reading that meets or exceeds 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) action level of 15 parts per billion 
(ppb). This level is a trigger for action, not an indicator of health effects. 

 Results Overview: 
 Ninety-eight percent of tested fixtures did not exceed the EPA’s action level. 
 One fixture exceeded the EPA’s action level of 15 ppb.  This fixture is one that has 
remained unused throughout the year and is located in the kitchen of the facility. 

 Actions Taken: Specific actions have been taken to address the affected fixture, ensuring 
compliance with state and federal recommendations, including shutting off water to the 
fixture and installing signage to prevent any future use. 

 
Copies of the complete testing results are made available by email request. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Jami Jackson  
Quality & Data Specialist 

Jami.jackson@imagination.care 
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